54                                                           LETTER FROM COURT
and ordering them to be carried into execution, if approved of ; that committee
will easily judge of such, whereof the nature and circumstances require secrecy
and that they should not be immediately made publick; in such they are to
use their discretion and reserve as a part of their province as a Select Committee,
and correspond with our Secret Committee accordingly thereupon; in general
nothing is to be concealed from the President and Council but what in it's
nature and circumstances ought to be really secret, and might be prejudicial
to the Company, if discovered, for a tune at least; in consequence, whatever
matters and transactions are not of a secret nature must stand upon your con-
sultations and be advised to us in your General Letters, and the rest must be
communicated by the Select Committee to our Secret Committee.
53.    Mr. Holwell will proceed to his station in one of the latter ships.
54.    We are sensible of the sufferings of your Secretary, Mr. Cooke, in
the late calamity, and do therefore recommend it to you to favour him when-
ever an opportunity offers.   The behaviour of Mr. William Ellis4 and Mr. John
Carder5 and some particular circumstances attending them have not escaped
our notice ;  we therefore recommend them also as proper objects  for the
Company's favour in such manner as you shall  find may be conveniently
conferred on them.
55.    Among the writers Messrs. John Burdett, Henry  Lushington and
George Gray deserve our notice for their sufferings and good behaviour; we
therefore direct that they have two years of their time given them and that
they take rank accordingly.
56.   We can but express our satisfaction in regard to the behaviour of
several of our  servants, who, after the retaking of Fort William, acted as
voluntiers and behaved very well in that station.
57.    In our letter of the 25th of March last you were advised we had
appointed Mr. Edward Bar well to be a writer on the Bengal establishment.
We have thought fit to remit two years of the five he was to serve in that
station, which you are to take due notice of, and he Is to rank next below
Francis Charlton.
58.    We have chosen and appointed the following writers to serve the
Company on the Bengal establishment who are to be ranked in the order
they are here named viz., James Bart[on?], Charles Bennett, Nicholas Smyth,
Thomas  Woodward  James  Ha   [. . . .],   John  Wollaston,  Russell   Skinner,
William Steers, Cha. Harrington, Thomas Washington Winter, Oliver Webb,
Hillary Van Neck Torriano and Richard Barwell; as many of these young
gentlemen will take passage on the Coast and China ships, we have given
directions to the President and Council of Fort St. George to forward them
to you by the first conveyances, and in the mean time accommodate them
during their stay at that place.
59.    Upon the recommendation of the President and Council of Fort St.
George as well as that from you, and supposing it will be agreeable to Admiral
Watson, we do agree to the Revd. Mr. Richard CobVs being fixed as one of
the Company's chaplains and we leave it to him to make his option either
for the Presidency of Fort St. George upon the Reverend Mr. Palk's leaving
it, or to continue in Bengal to fill up one of the vacancys at your Presidency,
and he is to succeed accordingly either at one or the other.